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| The mere thought of Chinese cultural influence on the founding of the Xof— 28 AR, AU AR — 4B HR [ Sk 56 g [ 7 AR T R HE LA B A
United States is unimaginable to some. I
Misperceptions—colored by potent, biased assumptions in the West—are N : . N —— e T EL
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partially responsible.

This book presents evidence—based on investigation and analysis—that o N . N o

3 the foundefs of the United States were inﬂuencid by many pos};tive AR UL HAEIE TR AN HT . IKSEUES R VISR 10 T e ) 52
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elements derived from their study of classical Chinese culture.
Indeed, those same cultural and technological influences on what emerged |HfiSZ, X2tk E v [E SO AR I R AE17764E7 H4H £ E (Bl s

4 as an independent, forward-thinking nation started even before the formal |5 ) KRAGRTEAELE T . ST 7 £ EXA ALK . BGRIEMERE %K
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. iNFEAN
Although Chi hically fz d from direct contact with . U . L - N
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fledgling American republic’s relationship with China started with trade in 15 53k
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1784 via the voyage of the Empress of China. ~
Chinese civilization was the object of intrigue, curiosity, and admiration by N . N ; N
by Europeans and Americans ai]ike carriedgover by Jesﬁits’ articles and WRIAF AL N\ATRPHRALAG T SOOI ar, AR AR RS
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translations of Chinese classics and conveyed via the stories of traders and A 7
explorers FERR K

7 |Influences varied. LSO AEZEZ
They ranged in the areas of agriculture, architecture, Confucian-based 3 L 1 o 3 . [N N - o 2

8 moral and political philosophies, and more as foundations for the new EXJL:E}EM %ﬁﬁ%ip%@ %Z{E' BRI LI BT E
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American nation evolved.
Recognized as one of the world’s most stable and successful classical ~ . . N N N

9 civiliiltions, China offered many lessons and precedents that were distinct ALK, i ﬁz FU% %ﬂ ﬁ{:?%}t s Vi 5E%ﬂ§7\ E,JI WL BT
from the founders’ European heritage ZZIANGEB, EA1SG T T BT AR RO AL SRR

10 To some of the founders, China presented a model for the young nation.  [X}— 265 [ ye sk, o 2 X ANMER E K 5 2 AR .

They welcomed positive elements from Chinese civilization while NN N e g : e e
integrating thosepsame elements into an authentic, distinctly American ﬁ%ﬂ DYGOR o i ﬂﬂ HIPIBIE =, @ Eﬂ?ﬂ%”iﬁ’mf\iﬂ JLIEH, N ?L’h
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culture that in turn had been inspired by the winds of change propelled by 1 L 3
the best of the Age of Enlightenment that had emerged in Europe. ] °
In pre-independence America, the founders introduced elements of e R - )
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12 Chinese agriculture practice to the North American colonies, facilitating |, LA A B R A
advances in social and economic development. HE TR G -

13 Chinese-inspired agriculture and industrial technologies bolstered the ZEIRE R ER, AR T E AR R TS RE, SREA
colonial economies, resulting in prosperity for the Americans. [iie. S ¥

14 Personal letters and other records indicate that Benjamin Franklin obtained|FA A\ {5 - F1H AL R ARER B, AR & = Fhk (Benjamin Franklin) 3
seedlings of select Chinese plants. 137 2 Pl [ A A B R e 4
Washington and Jefferson experimented with Chinese flowers in their y - ks N . - 4+
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personal gardens.

Franklin—America’s most famous scientist and philosopher—expressed I e L S e . gy .

16 great interest in Chinese industrial technologies I;uch aspmilling }l)leating oK [ A R S ?% = SEMRPEE A LA EEA TR
shipbuilding, and papermaking, ’ ’ LR R GEAE, HRR IR

17 He and fellow statesman Benjamin Rush promoted silk-making (or fl A — AL BOE R A A - F 4T (Benjamin Rush)7EALSEHE) ™ 1 22 4813t
sericulture) in North America. (B FEE) MTE.

1§ |Almost simultaneously, Thomas Jefferson was influenced by classical JUF R, F65 - A3 (Thomas Jefferson)z F 1 v [H 5 QRS L &R 1
elements of Chinese architecture where it took form at Monticello. SN, X UE TR A A T 5 JE3 (Monticello) [{EATTE LLE I,
George Washington, Alexander Hamilton, and Gouverneur Morris were  |F778 - #2851 (George Washington) 3 Jj 111 K- /Rl (Alexander

19 |inspired through published literature by explorers on the Grand Canal of ~[Hamilton) H1v7 35 /8/K -3 B} (Gouverneur Morris) #8522k [ [ 5(
China. BLZ I RIS 5% FA) S A S R R
Later, these same Chinese technological innovations would influence the | . N . k1 T N N -
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20 construction of the Erie Canal and spur the development of New York %gi@ﬁ* FIRFRIBEA QUM GRS RTIOIT i, SF ELAESN A9 %
City. °
America’s Founding Fathers modeled efforts toward the self-cultivation of § I o , e
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personal virtue.

In turn, younger generations of Americans had free access to published s . g
YOUnger £ O Amel ree ac P MBI, — AR E A G S S R AR, T WRAE ST 2

22 works where traditions associated with Confucian philosophy were 4 AR
articulated. e

23 The founders frequently drew from Confucian philosophies, embracing a | JF [ 7o i/ 14 % 85 % i 585 4 JEAR, NRAMER I E K 5E T 45 e
new political framework for the young nation. BHEE.

Many prominent colonists—Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, John |BFEARAI & 25wk, FGS 0 A3, 45 T 2487 (John Adams) .

54  |Adams, Thomas Paine, John Bartram, and Jedidiah Morse, among FES -7 B (Thomas Paine) . £)if- VR4 (John Bartram) Al
others—demonstrated their respect for Confucian moral philosophy, VY-SR (Jedidiah Morse) fEWN IAVF 2 A IGE R ¥, B HF 5K
incorporating its principles into American culture. YT, g H TR Ul S Ak .

Chinese culture became important when some of the U.S. founders looked N } o n s . - R
porrant Wi . . | BE A 0 S [ T ] e A A Al S S [ S [ R R T TR

25 for resources that could be mobilized in their efforts to build a new nation |- .. ., . 1 .
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after declaring independence from Great Britain.
26 |Chinese contributions to early America were varied. Fp I 36 Y DT R 2 R AR .
In their efforts to cultivate personal virtue and to educate the younger e N , UUIEN
. . . . JUBZFF B TE I TE B 34 N BB F R — Ry A i L% i,

27 generat¥ons tq be virtuous, several Founding Fathers sought guidance from SR REL R 54 2 AR

Confucian philosophy.

The founders also adopted Chinese inventions to facilitate the social and s AN e JE1
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28 economic development of colonies and introduced elements of Chinese LA 2 e
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agriculture to North America.

The timing of China’s impact on America’s founders is particularl . . N
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significant.




Why did such American notables as Benjamin Franklin, Thomas
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30 Jeff , G Washington, and John Ad: fi their attenti d s ; - SO PR
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As one of the most stable, and certainly the most long-lived civilization in X . N
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31 the world, to the architects of the new, independent American nation RSO R e r,, ﬂj‘m%%]ﬁ N A E,i] X )E,Z AR
Chi . o o ST (¥ 56 [ [ SR AT I e R e, o R A AT 3 o AR A 0 e o
ina was the subject of intrigue and admiration.
When the storm c101'1ds of revolutpn started to gather mfm'lentum, Fr'c'mklm ﬂ_LEu‘ij‘%%’ViEHT A SR S SRS T F Ak 2 25
32 astutely promoted his theory of social progress by combining Confucian St THIHHE A A 2 i B i
political ideas with the Western tradition of social progress. e A 2R
Franklin and other statesmen would later apply this theory to craft the . N DA s> e
P kR — il [E 5%, I ESjin
33 U.S.Constitution, thus solidifying the foundations of the nation’s political 11*3\*113;11*3155(16‘ AUFRBIIE—FRE T 1R, MR 7R
infrastructure B R
Chinese civilization provided an opportunity to fuse its social and political , , § ; -
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Founding Fathers’ efforts to create a uniquely American tradition.
These same founders sought to establish a political identity that was P "
33 distinct from European aristocratic traditions. AT 3 AR AT T R SR F SO 5 4
16 Facing British trade sanctions after the Revolutionary War, U.S. political [l 7 54+ 45 00 5, T 2K H S E 5 53, £ EIBUA S A TG
leaders initiated efforts to build direct economic connections with China. ¥ 55 ot [E £ 57 B 3 I 2 I B R
37 Robert Morris and George Washington were directly involved in the EIADTEE TSR R, B SR BT (Robert Morris) FIFFiE-1E
opening of trade with China with support from other American founders. |&&Wi g #5157 XL 5 WA
One important reason behind Thomas Jefferson’s quest for westward
expansion through the acquisition of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 was |55 7 A 2380 i@ i 1803 4E 7% 5 Wi 2 AR M tth 28 SR g PG 473K (1) — A B 22
38 the search for a shortcut to China, and late in his presidency, he SRR SR A E R . MR ST R, fhRIA T e
communicated the desirability of creating something like a U.S.-China LB EE.
policy.
39 |IDEAS FROM THE EAST A7 AR R
During the colonial era, the founders realized the value of Chinese ) A e e g e N R, .
40 cil\jillizition and alpplied ccrtairll1 Chinese idias to ir\Illprliwe social and I 4 il L ,R@J EP OGN, TER E AR
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economic life in the colonies.
41 In the wake of the victory of the revolution, some main founders even ST BRG] 5 ZE 4 P R R 2 X AN AR
looked to China as a guide for their new nation. EE LT
9 They regarded China’s long agrarian tradition as a rich resource from AATTIA A o A& A AR MDA G 8 —Fh=F 5 R R, A B35 AT DU R
which the newborn United States could learn valuable lessons. WINFE R .
Chinese ideas, particularly Confucian moral philosophy, inspired the ——— ; s
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Chinese ideas that the founders believed to be of great value to North
44 |America included certain practices of the Chinese imperial government, f AT % A6 e A B E I b B B ARG b B BUR G R L i i . ST
the social mobility based on meritocracy, and gentry spirits of community |{T A 0t il B {41 2 i sh A 2 10 A SR AR 45 R v
services.
45 |Franklin probably read The Morals of Confucius as early as his T RE RAELT24F B 17264E 1], & 2w st aEfe Soseid (FLF gy —
1724-1726 stay in London. B
From his autobiography, it appears that—partially influenced by . i e L s -
P B — 23 R,
46 Confucius—Franklin focused on the cultivation of personal virtue as early M E o] iEEH\ o EEFME R LB TR, F41726
as 1726. A A R RS N A
47  |Confucius designed the path for virtuous perfection—from oneself to PRI T — KRB EEER, AABIRE, BIEK, mHE%
one’s family, to the state, and then to the whole empire. NI
48 In 1737, Franklin introduced this notion to American colonists. 17374#‘? , EEZvikmEEERENE XS
Franklin agreed with Confucius that a man should not only cultivate o
i, A N 3 N i, 2% i
49 personal virtues but also disseminate them to others—including political et H{,[:¥E/] B, B )\4 (LRI FR AN 8, TERZREIL LR
Jeaders Tt ihs 1L)\—@3§IE5UA gkl
In a 1749 letter to George Whitefield, one of the most influential of all 17494, 16545 W E R A e AN B 2 —F% iR - R 3E R
50  |colonial American clergy, Franklin advocated that knowledge of #(George Whitefield) {5 ', 424 7oAk L 5K T AR R AR EE Z nr LU it
Confucian ideas could even foster social tranquility. g,
51 Confucius yea@ed to see people, especially rulers, adopt better morals and LTFREERMMT, T BGIAE, O, B 5 S .
more compassion.
52 For him, virtue was the foundation of a good and flourishing empire. SR, e —ANEFKIEE . RS,
53 Confucius asserted that rulers should behave appropriately in court and at {7 5K GiiA & EHHE MK BRZA6 154K, ROAABATR)— 24— 30 #
home because they would certainly be imitated. SRR o
54 Puring the ]{‘eVQIutionary War, Franklin worked hard to promote this BT AT, B A S S U,
important principle.
55 After the American victory, some veterans wanted permanent recognition |f{ 4R J5, —LLiR{H % A A B0 28 57 tH 72 Al il B3 1) 25 SR 7k 200N T Ak
for their triumph through formation of an order of hereditary knights. 11Ih 5.
56 Fraflklm ralse‘d objections to this idea by using Confucius’s principle of S IL T B R SR BN, At 20 %
social promotion.
Confucius maintained that law and punishment were the minimum N
FE 5 ] I B \
57 requirements for order, but social harmony can only be achieved by }Lfmjj o IR RIRRFRU R IR, 4 AT 1 il il i
virtuous behavior. ATARI.
In his enormously influential Poor Richard’s Almanack, most of s b W, b4 A
58 Franklin’s advice for readers stresses virtues such as hard work, frugality, SUARI (5 SR IBLE ) BN ). i b A RS A
and attention to family Eu%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?&} VORI R S,
Dr. Benjamin Rush, an ardent patriot, in a 1798 essay on education in the AU R A By B [ ; . e . -
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59 new republic, asserted that “the only foundation for a useful education in a ﬁ E iifl ﬁ. f ,,uf rFﬂiﬁ .%4 ﬁif = E?iﬁm Hﬁ%*%
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republic is to be laid in Religion.
60 Without this there can be no virtue, and without virtue there can be no VB SRR EE, WA EENKA B, 1 E B EITA IS MBUR

liberty, and liberty is the object and life of all republican governments.”
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Having expressed his veneration for Confucianism that “reveals the
attributes of the Deity,” Rush declared that he would rather see the
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61 opinions of Confucius “inculcated upon our youth, than see them grow u; ATHERBREANNERN, SAREAMERKLRT =S
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wholly devoid of a system of religious principles.
John Adams, in a letter to Thomas Jefferson, criticized the English ELTT DRI —HE T, 208 WS 0 i ir e Epp 2 5 3 AR
62 [theologian and natural philosopher Joseph Priestley for ignoring LR YR W FIHRES (Joseph Priestley) {EARFIVE S 2L T L1 K
Confucius in his writing. fHR B,
63 James Madison, father of the U.S.Constitution, hung a portrait of K ek 2 R A WH - F i (James Madison) 76 & W24 17 LI B 14
Confucius at his home. 1H] o
It bably not a historical coincids that Confuci 1 ideal - § NN -
64 |were respectedinan cra when some ULS, leaders sought to berate | (05805 A RIS AL AR KIS 5 T 5
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American culture from what they viewed as failed European ideologies. BRI IR, A58 (RS2 SIHE, JKATREA Py #
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sorceain ware, manufctuin. navigation. cune consuction and oven.|[{ MBS ST L. BHLL WL SEHTF
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regarding the construction of the Great Wall of China found their way to e
North America via Europe. :
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silk production.
69 iif;lrzzlzr;rgy resources also stimulated Franklin to examine Chinese 6 VR R e 3 2 o T 9 U 1 o PR R A
0 [BY the 1740s, the growing colonial population resulted in noticeable B )\ DY 44X, 7 RN RS W 386 4 S B0nT DA LR 1) AR AR
diminishment of forests, which supplied fuel. IESETE A
71 The heating of houses was growing more expensive. 5 )2 ) E T ol A A it A0 75 AR v
7 Wood utilization was inefficient, and much of the heat—83 percent, KMEIFIFHZRRC. & L ibit, 20N, 83%H) A #E M A
Franklin estimated in many cases—was lost up chimneys. BRK T o
Franklin carefully studied the Chinese technology of heating their houses |..., .. ) e - T e S
B i the cold winters. & = SOMAT A I T b ATEFE A s R AR IR
74 Franklin in part used these principles to invent the Pennsylvania Fireplace, |fh /F — & F2 & b7 ik 248 R B T 52 4732 )R WERES,  Ja R0 LA BSGdE A
which was later improved upon and became the famous Franklin Stove. | A% 4 & 2w kP o
Better heating technology made the cold winter less harsh and induced R E AR, A MEA R BRAIB AR, EKRs THZ
75  |more colonists to move to the North—which later contributed greatly to its| 158 [ #3116 75 1% 9 LG KRR 3E 17 677 B HliE Mk R i 1 0T
development as a manufacturing center. Bk o
76 |Franklin also carefully studied Chinese ship construction and publicized B SMIEATARE T T E AR EOR, AR T E K A
the Chinese practice of watertight compartment construction. i
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public debate.
78 He rr?alntalned that building an Amerlcan.Great Wall was the most R R AR, 2 R X KT B J5 S A (- = A B
efﬁcwpt way to grotect the thlrteen colonies. :
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certain economic goals prior to American independence.
31 Some colonial leaders, for example, viewed porcelain manufacturing as {547, — %65 (& 4T 5 AN NG 28 e % i S Hh & JR 2355 [ ST O R 3
essential to national economic self-reliance. 5
82 Chinese porcelain, like tea, had been a major colonial import. oo [ B AN s — R, — BLE b F R 32 B
Benjamin Rush was among the first who advocated building a porcelain S HE o - L o T . ;
83 factory in North America with the intent of overcoming American 25”" -t Ej ‘;J&.E:It%f}:i wELIMRF—HATEZ— BN
dependence on British imports. AR SRS IR SRR 17 h O fRR
34 gouvgr(r:leurlMorris, prominent founder of the republic, studied China’s 5 4 0 H R TR 5 1 9 - 2 305 80 B 9 5ot o [ 1 e i i
rand Canal.
g5 With his encouragement, the New Yorkers built the Erie Canal, connecting| ZEfR {5 T, AL NFFE T AL, AL 5 b oS X g i
New York to the Midwest. o
Th 1 played le in New York City’s rise, tri d losionin |,. , ... . ST ok TSy
86 cana building, facilitated cconomi growth, and inked the Northeast with |1 A5 FTFELET RIS R4 1, (RAEEI8 £ M0 AT 3
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g7 | The colonists’ pursuit of domestic Chinese porcelain ware became a e R SR AE S [ [ N beitil 4%, R SCIESE E A BFAL I iR I &
powerful call for patriotic support of American economic independence. 5H.
Franklin, in London when Rush was promoting colonial porcelain S b £ A A ) . AL e g e . )
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find so good progress made in the China Manufactory.
39 I wish it Success most heartily.” RO ETIFIT). >
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challenged Britain’s monopoly of the product and indirectly contributed to Sy LS T A
the struggle for independence. i e
91 Explicit examples of Chinese architectural influences are present in one of | H 2 2 5 6 56 [t 7= 4= 7 50, d5e S Y (48] -1 it A — e e 2L s e Ui
America’s most historic buildings. R
0 Jefferson developed a new type of architecture by incorporating certain | 7% 3£ 38h4% 3t s v [/ ¢ i1 70 R R 2 4 B0l 8 3 R I B 5275 %8
Chinese designs into his famous neoclassical-style home, Monticello. % (Monticello), MR T — B i 28 SRS
9 Jefferson used Chinese lattice in many buildings, including Barboursville, |f17E 2 @5 #HEH 7 k& 7, HdaiF &t i oz T 3635 8 Wl
the Orange County, Virginia home he designed. 24 yh B EA A 4ER (Barboursville) HI{E%E
04 Jefferson also planned to build a Chinese pavilion when he remodeled TET )\ D b BT AF i 5 A S I, i b R T

Monticello in the last decade of the eighteenth century.






